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Business CardsBusiness CardsBusiness CardsBusiness Cards    
If you or you know of anyone interested in sponsoring our newsletter, 
please contact the school on 40645138. the donation is $10 per term. If 
your were a sponsor last year and wish to continue advertising your  
business, please call us. 
Cara BousteadCara BousteadCara BousteadCara Boustead    
We would like to thank Miss Cara for helping in our classroom. She is 
studying to be a high school Physical education teacher. We hope her 
experience with us, encourages her to learn towards joining the primary 
school sector. We would like to invite Cara back to visit with us at any 
time in the near future.  
Jane DaniellsJane DaniellsJane DaniellsJane Daniells    
Welcome to East Palmerston State School. We hope you enjoy your 12 
months stay with us. Jane attended our interviews last year and we have 
asked her to fill the position of teacher aide, while Mrs Evans takes 12 
months special leave.  
CurriculumCurriculumCurriculumCurriculum    
The lower primary section need to bring baby, toddler and now day  
photographs of themselves. They may also bring clothing from the three 
developmental stages of their life. The senior children have been asked 
to interview an older person in the community. All children have been 
asked to bring a fruit box to produce a diorama of an environment found 
in Australia. 
Bus RunBus RunBus RunBus Run    
I have been assured that discussions about this run are still in progress 
and we should get a result some time in February. Mr Mark Nolan is 
keeping me informed with regular updates on our progress. 
P&CP&CP&CP&C    
Congratulations to our newly elected P&C officials. I look forward to 
working with you through 2009. 
Major Projects for 2009Major Projects for 2009Major Projects for 2009Major Projects for 2009    
As a team we will ……. 
• strive to have 100% of our children, as in 2008, be within or above 

 the NAPLAN band for their age group 
• Ensure our year 2 students are prepared and achieve the “net”  
 expectations in 2009 
• Strive to achieve well in the year 4 & 6 QCAT testing 
• Endeavour to have a community bus 
• Build a new library with a computer lab. 
• Re-furbish upstairs to create a waiting room, staff room/ meeting 

room, teacher resource room and teacher aide preparation room. 
 
 
Regards      Karen Spannagle-Nelson    Principal 

 

 

 

 

Joke of the Week 
A reporter was interviewing a 
104 year old woman. “And 
what do you think is the best 
thing about being 104?” 
She simply replied, “No peer 
pressure!” 

Puzzler of the Week 
A man pushes a car up to a 
hotel and tells the owner he’s 
bankrupt. Why? 

For puzzler answer visit 
www.getpositive.com.au 
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  Dates and Reminders:  

F
E
B 

2 Sports Meeting Sth 
Johnstone 
3 P&C Annual General 
Meeting 
6 Meeting in Malanda 

J
A
N 

22&23 Pupil Free days 
26 Australia Day 
27 School starts 

M
A
R 

1-3 Principals Meeting 
Cairns 
9-11 Principal Mentor 
Meeting Brisbane 
16 Start QCAT Literacy & 
Numeracy work 

A
P
R 

9 Brave Heart Visit 
10 Good Friday 
11-19 Easter Break 
20 Pupil Free Day 
21 School  starts 

M
A
Y 

4 Public Holiday 
11 QCAT– science 
18 QCAT collection 

J
U
N 
E 

8 Public Holiday 
26th last day semester 1 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS  
Fight Fire Fascination 
Many children will, at some stage during their childhood, display a natural  
curiosity about fire. But playing with fire is another matter all together.  
As parents and carers, you play a pivotal role in educating your child about fire 
safety.  
However, what do you do when you find your child playing with matches or 
lighters, setting rubbish or paper alight or even burning toys or other people’s 
valuables? 
Children don’t often consider the ramifications of starting a fire, and if you  
suspect your child’s fascination with fire is risking their safety or the safety of 
others, help is at hand. 
The Queensland Fire and Rescue Service has developed the Fight Fire  
Fascination Program to support parents in their efforts to educate their children 
about fire and promote fire safety. 
Through the program, also known as Triple-F, specially trained fire fighters 
work directly with your child and family in a series of home visits.  
They explain the consequences of playing with fire and teach your child to 
make positive choices with regards to fire and help them understand how their 
behaviour affects others.   
The Fight Fire Fascination is a free confidential service that brings together the 
Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, schools, and other services, where  
necessary, to help families address this very serious issue.  
To find out more about the Fight Fire Fascination program visit 
www.fire.qld.gov.au or contact your local fire station. 
 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEER  
HOST FAMILIES 

Have you ever considered introducing your own children to an older  
international sibling? 

World Education Program is looking for Volunteer Host Families for  
International Students arriving in July 2009. 

Our Secondary School students from France, Germany, Italy, and Belgium are 
keen to start corresponding with a family they can call their own and learn about 
the place they will call home. 

If you would like more information on becoming a Host Family, please contact 
Nikki Medwell for your information pack: 

Nikki Medwell   Inbound Exchange Administrator   World Education Program 
 Ph:  (03) 9598 4733              Fax:  (03) 9598 4233 
Toll Free: 1300 884 733                 E: nikkimedwell@wep.org.au 

 
Contact us today for this fantastic experience for all! 

 
 

 
  

P&C NEWS 
The AGM was held and following positions were filled…. 
PRESIDENT  Kilarni Clark 
VICE PRESIDENT  Faaonea Daniells 
TREASURER  Carissa Finlay 
SECRETARY  Louise Brodie 
Thank you to all who attended and congratulations to the successful 
candidates.! 
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 4th March….See You There! 



Homework Helpers 
 
Helping your child learn about shapes and objects  
Your home is the perfect place for your child to practise the maths they learn in the  
classroom. It is important that your child develops strong images in their mind of shapes 
and objects and how best to describe them. 
At a young age, children will learn the names of regular shapes such as ‘triangle’ and 
‘square’. The next step is making and drawing shapes – this will help them develop ideas 
about shapes and objects. 
Here are a few ideas for activities you and your child can try: 
• read to your child and talk about the shapes you see in the pictures, such as the roof, 
which could look like a triangle 
• involve your child in craft activities, such as making your own gift wrapping and using 
different objects like corks or sponges to stamp colours and patterns onto the paper 
• make shadows on the wall with your hands and objects and discuss the shapes you 
can make 
• create your own jigsaw puzzle by cutting up a page from a magazine into four or five 
pieces and joining it together again. This will get your child thinking about the shapes of 
objects and how they fit together 
play I Spy games with your child and give clues such as ‘I see something that looks like a 
big square’. 
If you would like more information about how you can help your child with shapes and  
objects, ask his/her classroom teacher or visit www.education.qld.gov.au/parents/map/ 
 
How you can help your child with reading 
To get your child interested in reading, it’s important to vary the books you read together 
and to talk about the types of material you read each day. 
Our school encourages parents to work with us to develop children’s reading skills. Here 
are a few tips to get you started: 

Play number plate games in the car by looking at different number plates and making 
sentences starting with the same letters 

Encourage children to re-tell stories they have read and to share these stories with 
other family members 

When reading to your child, stop and ask “what do you think will happen next?” and 
occasionally ask “why do you think the author included that part in the story?” to 
ensure they understand what they are reading 

If your child makes a mistake when they read aloud, give them time to correct the  
 mistake themselves. 

For more information about how you can help your child with reading visit 
www.education.qld.gov.au/parents/map/ 
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WHAT WILL BE COVERED? 

• Know your Step Family 
• The Past & New Beginnings 
• Step Parent Roles 
• Children in the Step Family 
• The Couple in the Step Family 
• The Step Family Journey 
Where? The Community Support Centre,  
13 –17 Donald Street, Innisfail  
Time? 6.00 to 8.00 pm 

 When?  Every Tuesday evening for 6 weeks  
starting on Tuesday 3rd March 2009 
For more information or to make a booking please 

contact Natalie or Natasha on 40438400 before 
Thursday 26th February 2009  

Enrolments essential!Primarily funded by:  
Department of Communities 

FREE PARENTING PROGRAM BLENDED FAMILIES: JOINING FORCES  
This 6 week program is designed to help make step families work  



Kids Are Our Business! 

Happy birthday for January 
1 Marley    11 James 

17 Sarah 
& Community members 

FRUIT STALL 
This year have started the fruit stall again. It 

would be appreciated if all parents could con-
tribute to the stall with fruit, vegetables or 

plants you may have at home. The children will 
continue to grow vegetables in their garden and 

let’s hope for some fruit from our newly 
planted orchid.  

Thank you to Libby for the limes. 
 

All money goes towards helping the children at 
East Palmerston State School  

 On the first three weeks at school I’ve been learning about rocks  and 
we’ve been doing clay work with Mr Nash. From Marley  

The start of school was good, but I didn’t  want to  go to school 
because I was tired from the holidays in Soma. School was actu-
ally fun on the second day because we played all second lunch.  
By Kevin 

On the first day of school I saw  
Sophy, she cut her hair. The little 
kids are learning about slate. Slate is 
a type of rock.  By  Elyssa 

At school I have learnt my letters, my  numbers and shapes. I have learnt 
the letters S, L and A. I have learnt the  numbers 1,2 and 3. I have learnt 
the  shapes cone, box shape, sphere,  rectangular prism and cylinder.      
Darcy 

On the first day I met 3  
New children and their 
Names are Bailey, Ethan 
And Darcy  
from Sophy 

The first 3 weeks were normal. They were the same as 
at the end of school. That is because  I do not like 
school. I would rather be out playing in the rain.  
During the fist week we made a dragon. From James 

THE FIRST THREE WEEKS I’VE BEEN HERE I’VE 

BEEN LEARNING ABOUT ROCKS.  I WAS TIRED 

FROM BEING STUCK IN THE FLOOD WATERS IN 

GEORGETOWN,  SO I DIDN’T WANT TO COME 

BACK TO SCHOOL.  FROM JAKE  

This year I’ve been doing an information  report  
on  rocks.  The rock that I chose was crystals. 
Crystals are see through  like gems. Crystals are 
used for jewellery, and crowns. I like the rock  that 
I chose and my friend  Sophy  cut all her hair.  
 By Melanie 

On the first 3 weeks of 
term 1 we got to play in the 
play corner .We made  
dragons with Mr Nash.   We 
painted with clay and made 
coil pots. In science we are 
leaRning about rocks. The 
little kids are working on 
writing a report about 
slate. We are learning 
about how we change as we 
grow and different events 
during the year.  
By Libby 

The start of school we 
were learning about 
rocks and we still are 
doing it. My knee had 
a scratch on it because 
I fell over but it has 
been fun.  
Catherine Clark. 

During the first three weeks of school it 
has rained alot and I have met new 
friends that are Kevin, James and Jake. 
The rock that I’ve been learning about 
is a Pumice rock. It is greyish-white 
with little tiny holes in it. A Pumice is 
also a porous rock and it’s a volcanic 
glass. A Pumice rock is found near 
volcanos.  By Bailey 

The first week of 
school was  different 
because I had been on 
holiday  for so long. 
Lots of things had 
changed  in the class-
rooms like the  
computer  passwords 
had changed, desks 
had been  moved to 
different places, but 
besides that  every-
thing was the same. 
By Sarah 

THE START OF SCHOOL I 

AM LEARNING HOW TO 

WRITE. WE HAVE BEEN 

LEARNING ABOUT A 

ROCK IT IS BROWN AND 

RED, GREEN. I HURT MY 

KNEE ON THE CEMENT 

BUT IT HAS BEEN LOTS 

OF FUN.  ETHAN 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

This is a new addition to our newsletter and I’m asking that 
community members email photos of events, as well as,  
news and events that are happening in the community. 
To get this newsletter out to as many people as possible, 
would we have a volunteer or two to deliver newsletters to 
houses throughout East Palmerston. If you are able to help, 
please phone the school on 40645138. The newsletter is pro-
duced every second week of  each term. 

 
Sandy Maychan is looking  for two people to 
rent her granny flat. You can phone her on 
40645043 OR 0429608058. 
 
Pottery & craft every Monday 

at Denise McKenna’s house. 
 Ph: 40645192 for more details. 

 
Tai chi for the next 9  
Mondays at East Palmerston hall  
from 8:30—9:30am with Lydia Massa 
 

• East Palmerston youth Group –1st and 3rd Friday of 
month from 6pm-8pm 

• Kids club every Saturday from 9:30am –11:30am 
• Ladies bible studies 1st and 3rd Friday each month 

9:30am—11:30am  
• For more details contact Faaonea Daniells 

 
“COME AND TRY” WITH THE COWBOYS U/20’s 

Primary School Girls and Boys 5 – 12 years are invited to a Rugby League 
“Come and Try” Clinic at 

Billy Slater Park, Ernest Street, Innisfail 
Sunday 22nd February 9.00am – 11.00am 

The action packed morning will be facilitated by ARL Development,  
Innisfail District Junior Rugby League, and coaches and players from North 

Queensland’s very own team in the National Youth Competition  
“Toyota Cup”North Queensland Cowboys. There will also be local junior 

Rugby League club information available for those thinking of playing  
Junior League in 2009. 

All participants will receive a football and water bottle. 
Cost $10 per participant payable on the day. 

Please wear closed in footwear, hat and sunscreen. 
For further information contact: Tony Quinn - 0402 892 834 

BOOGAN STARS JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB  
SIGN ON 2009  

AT CASTOR PARK, MOURILYAN  FEBRUARY 10 & 17  5.15 pm 
Training starts on Tuesday Feb.10 for all age groups. 

For more information phone: 
Brendan King - 0428997085 Or Duane Amos - 0411494877 

 
 

Dancing is on every Sunday night, except the first Sunday of the month, at 
the hall. It is from 7:30pm until 9pm. . 

 
 

M
A
R 

6th -Cancer Dinner 
Dance 

A
P
R 

 

M
A
Y 

3rd—Cancer Council 
garage & jumble sale. We 
are looking for donated 
items to  sell. Will run at 
the hall from 8am-1pm. 
Ph: Lydia 40645281 or  
 Anna40645255   
 
29th—Friday. The  big-
gest morning tea will be 
held at the hall 

J
U
N 

 

J
U
L 

 

A
U
G 

2nd -Country Music Fes-
tival at the hall 

S
E
P 

 

O
C
T 

 

N
O
V 

 

D
E
C 
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