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Merry Christmas  
This is the final newsletter I will write for 2008 as I am taking long service leave for the 
last two weeks. My family will experience their first white Christmas.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my staff for their dedication and hard work 
throughout the year, without them it would be impossible to complete the tasks we have 
achieved this year.  
As I reflect on 2008, I see that we have accomplished some magnificent additions to 
our school including the two covered areas, the new playground, the new walkways, a 
new sign, new ANZAC commemorate statue, a Remembrance mural by Mr Nash, the 
“Enviro” club frog pond, fruit orchard and additional gardens and a new sink area.  
Our academic achievements were up there with others in the district, remember 100% 
of our children achieved within or above the band their were expected to reach in the 
NAPLAN tests and our year one students performed high in the year 2 net results.  
The children also achieved 1st and 3rd place in the Young performers, won the average 
SMCSA small school athletics carnival, the Millers took home the Bendigo Bank small 
schools athletics prize, and together the “Enviro” club took out the “School Spirit Award” 
for Green & Healthy Schools. As a team we hosted the International day, the Cross 
Country and Principal for a day. 
I’d also like to thank the families and community members who have worked hard to 
fundraise and assist me in the application for a new community bus run. It is this  
community spirit that makes our school a great school. All of these accomplishments 
would not be possible without the team spirit we have… THANK YOU and have a safe 
and very Merry Christmas.  
 
Enrolments  
Our school is now taking enrolments for 2009. If you know of any student wishing to 
attend the school please ask them to contact the office and we will send them out a  
prospectus. Do not hesitate to say that a community bus service will be operating from 
town to school and back, each day. 

 
MOED  Monday 1st December all computers will be shut down as this process begins. 

Homework  This week you must complete all assessment tasks. Last week you were to 
start collecting your pieces to complete each task.  

End of Year Break Up   The children have asked for a trip to Sugar World and I have 
confirmed with them that this will happen on the last Thursday of the year. The children 
will meet at south Johnstone State School with their swimming gear and lunches. We 
will join the other children on a bus bound for sugar world at 9am and return to south 
Johnstone state School at 3pm. Mr England will talk more about this event as the time 
gets closer.  

Prospectus and Booklists These are available at school and once again this year we 
are able to offer three options for the purchase of school books, text books and materi-
als. Option 1 ; you purchase all of the materials, Option 2 ; you pay the full amount for 
everything including replacement materials throughout the year( ranging from $50 to 
$60) or Option 3 ; pay over four terms.  

Volunteers We are looking for volunteers to cover exercise books for 2009. the paper 
is here...we just need clever coverers!! 
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�  Dates and Reminders:  
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1st -Mrs S on leave 
1st -P&C meeting 
 
11th -Sugar World 
12th -Last Day of School 
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25th– staff One Schooled 
27th– YR 7 at High school 
27th– Visit from High 
school teacher for Mrs S 
28th– BBQ night 
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DEPARTMENTAL NEWS  
Celebrate safely these holidays 
 The end of the school year is a time of celebration for all young people, not just Year 12 students. 
 Parties, other social activities and celebrations are an important part of the social and emotional development of young 
people and can be a memorable and exciting time. The Department of Education, Training and the Arts’ Act Smart – Be 
Safe website provides useful tips and advice for parents to encourage their child to celebrate safely. The site offers 
guidance on dealing with violence and potentially violent situations and also has information on alcohol, particularly par-
ents’ legal responsibilities in regard to the supply of alcohol to minors. Act Smart – Be Safe can be found at: 
www.education.qld.gov.au/actsmartbesafe/. The Queensland Police – Party-Safe Program provides ideas to assist par-
ents in holding successful, enjoyable and safe parties for everyone. The site includes a Party Safe Checklist for party 
hosts and Party Safe for Parents, featuring tips to ensure that young people enjoy safe celebrations. The Queensland 
Police – Party-Safe Program can be found at: 
www.police.qld.gov.au/programs/personalsafety/situationaladvice/partysafe.htm. 
 
Teaching your children the ABCs of healthy living  
 A programme which brings local general practitioners into the classroom to assist in teaching Queensland primary 
school students the benefits of maintaining a healthy lifestyle by eating nutritious foods and being active. The Kids GP 
Programme, an initiative of the Australian Medical Association Queensland, has been developed in consultation with the 
Queensland Government aiming to improve the dietary and physical activity behaviour, and to achieve a healthy weight 
of our children. Many of the general practitioners — who play a fundamental role in the early detection and management 
of lifestyle related diseases — have volunteered their time to visit schools either face-to-face or through online discus-
sions. To enrich the learning experience, resources including posters, stickers, workbooks, flashcards, magnets and a 
special fact sheet for parents are also provided. For more information about the Kids GP Programme visit 
www.kidsgp.com.au 
Road safety reminder 
 It’s easy to become complacent about the regular routine of dropping off and picking up children from school. Because 
children will always be unpredictable, being constantly alert in school zones and obeying road and parking rules can 
easily prevent tragedy outside our schools. Some basic things to remember when dropping off or picking up your child 
include: 
· Watch for children riding, walking or getting out of vehicles. 

· Observe school zone signs. These require you to travel at lower speeds at certain hours. Keep an eye out for chil-
dren at pedestrian crossings and always stop for them. 
· Be alert when driving past a stationary bus as children often step out in front of and from behind buses to cross the 
road. 
· Never double park. 

· Never park in “no standing” zones. 

· When you see a School Crossing Supervisor obey their instructions. Stop if they tell you to stop, and wait until they 
return to the kerb before proceeding. 
· Make sure you don't park on pedestrian crossings. This is an offence. 
 For more information about road safety outside schools visit the Queensland Transport website at: 
http://www.transport.qld.gov.au/Home/Safety/Road/School/ 

P&C NEWS 
RAFFLE: We will be holding a final raffle for the year. Each family will receive a 
small book of tickets to sell. We are looking for volunteers to sell tickets in town over 
the next two weeks. The raffle will be drawn on the 10th December. 
BBQ: end f year BBQ for graduates will be celebrated this Friday evening at 5:30pm. 
With the planting of the trees by year 7 students form 2008 and 2006. 
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FRUIT STALL 
We need more fruit and  

vegetables please.  
Donations would be  
greatly appreciated.  

 
Have you tried the lovely 
fresh beans and radish? 

 
All money goes towards 

helping the children at East 
Palmerston State School  
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The best thing that has happened to me this year is swim-
ming in the town pool. I like it because it cools me down 
and I feel much better than 
before and I am learning how to swim. 

The best thing that has hap-
pened to me this year is the 
frog pond coming in. I like 
all the Guppies. 
From Blaze 

The best thing that’s happened this year is International Day. I 
liked International day because lots of other schools came to 
our school and we got to make new friends. We made pizza 
and played Boche, the pizza was yummy. We also played La 
Cross with Miss Murray it was fun. I helped other people 
weave coconut leaves with Catherine and Stuart.  

The best thing that’s happened in 2008 is swimming be-
cause it’s fun. I like swimming because we played games 
and learnt how to swim. By Elyssa 
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