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Quiz: What is magical about the 
“Golden compass’? 

A) it turns back time 
B) it makes people invisible 
C) it brainwashes anyone 

who looks at it 
D) It can reveal the correct 

answer to any question 

Cross Country 
Last week our school hosted the 2008 Cross country. We had children from St 
Ritas, St Johns, Moresby, Mena Creek, South Johnstone and Silkwood join us 
for a day of fitness and fun. 
All events ran smoothly thanks to the helping hands of our great staff. I’d like to 
give a special thank you to Miss Murray , Mr Binello, Mrs Campagna and her 
children and Centrogen’s project Officer Gale Godier, for clearing, marking, 
mowing, slashing and brush cutting our track. I don’t think you’d find another 
school in the district as difficult as the one these children competed in.  
The children from East Palmerston achieved the following results; 
Year 1 girls : 1st Elyssa Clark, 2nd Libby Spannagle-nelson, 3rd Marley Mills 
Year 1 boys: Blaze Thompson 1st 
8 year old girls:  Melanie Clark 1st 
9year old girls: Catherine Clark 1st 
9 year old boys: Kevin Daniells 1st 
11 year old girls: Sarah Clark 1st 
12 year old girls: Matalena Daniells 1st 
CONGRATULATIONS KIDS! You made us proud! 
I’d also like to give a special thanks to our P&C for the delicious and healthy 
lunch they provided to the children from all of the schools. Well done ladies and 
gents! 
 
Business Cards 
If you would like to continue seeing your business card or would like to add your 
business card to the back of our newsletter, the cost is $10/term.   
 
Curriculum 
Last Wednesday I attended the QSA meeting in Cairns. After a long wait the 
new syllabus is available. This syllabus will replace our previous 2002 outcomes 
based syllabus. The new syllabus is called, Essential Learnings.  
This document will be discussed at our TSR meetings and as the current school 
programs are audited and re-written they will be made available to all interested 
parties. If you wish to view the current syllabus documents please do not  
hesitate to visit us at the school. What does remain is that students are issued 
with Task sheets for all assessment items and parents are encouraged to as 
their children to show them these sheets so they understand what their children  
are learning. These task sheets are accompanied by criteria sheets explaining 
to children how they can work towards improving their results (A-E). 
 
Visitors 
Last week a judge from Green and Healthy Schools came to visit with the  
children. He told the children how impressed he was with the work they were 
doing and in particular the rainforest, the vegetable gardens and the future fruit 
orchard. He was so impresses that he said he would have liked to have stayed 
for longer, rather than moving onto the next school.  
 
Other visitors to our school have included the speech therapist and our  
guidance Officer.  
 
Investing In Our Schools 
After some delays we should see work begin, on our two covered areas and the 
play equipment, over the next month. We are very grateful for the assistance of 
our facilities office in completing the necessary forms and the patients of our 
builders, as they have been waiting for approval to start.  
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Schools Maintenance Program  
 There has been recent media interest in the budget of the Schools Maintenance Program which manages the upgrading 
and upkeep of Queensland’s state schools. 
 In Queensland state schools the health, safety and security of staff and students is always our top priority and it is no 
different when it comes to urgent maintenance needs.  
 Each year, qualified QBuild staff inspect every one of Queensland’s 1251 state schools and identify and prioritise any 
maintenance work which needs to be undertaken.  
 To ensure healthy working and learning environments, the State Government is investing $84 million in school mainte-
nance in 2007-08.  
 This funding is on top of a $445.5 million capital works program, which builds new schools and new classrooms for 
Queensland’s growing population. 
 Should you have any questions about our schools maintenance arrangements, I encourage you to contact the school 
(the principal) directly to ensure you receive accurate information about what is happening. 
 
 
Take the Premier’s Reading Challenge  
 
 It’s that time of the year again when students are encouraged to pick up a book and be part of the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. 
 The Premier has challenged all young Queenslanders to read 20 books in 14 weeks and discover the joys of reading. 
 The challenge extends to all Queensland students from Prep to Year 7 and runs from 28 May until 5 September. 
 The Premier’s program aims to improve literacy, cultivate a passion for literature and encourage children to read for 
pleasure and learning. It’s not a competition but students who meet the challenge will receive a certificate signed by the 
Premier.   
 Last year, 48 000 students read 960 000 books and the goal this year is to go even higher. 
 Guidelines, registration details and booklists are on the Premier’s Reading Challenge website: 
www.education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge/ 
 School registration opened on 21 April. Individual readers, including home-educated students, can register online from 
12 May. Online registration closes on 30 May. 
Careers and Employment Expo 
Don’t miss Australia's largest career and employment event!   
The National Careers and Employment Expo connects students with more than 300 exhibitors and is coming to south-
east Queensland during May and June. 
Students (and their parents) can visit displays from leading business and industry groups, government representatives 
and educational institutions. 
Admission is free to the Expo which provides education, employment and training opportunities to senior school students, 
school leavers, graduates, skilled workers and members of the mature workforce and general community. 
Parents are welcome to attend, so why not explore career options for yourself as well as your child? 
The Expo is coming to the following centres: 
 
Brisbane 23-24 May 
Gold Coast 13-14 June 
For more information, visit the TAFE website (Events quicklink): www.tafe.qld.gov.au 
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�  Dates and Reminders:  
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13-15th STATE testing 
22- Karen @ Principals meeting-J. Nash in 
29– ICAS Science Assessment Competition 
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4 QASSP Brisbane 
14th—1st Rachel Mills– prac teacher9th 
9th-Queen’s birthday 
11th CCC Principals meeting 
13 Softball & T-Ball Carnival 
27th OZ tag carnival 
28th Start of mid year break 
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14 return to term 3 
21 SJMC sports meeting 
24 Athletics Carnival 
30 Athletics Carnival 
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1 Athletics Carnival 
4-29 Faaonea Daniell’s Prac teacher 
20 International Day at our school 
22-23 QASSP 
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20th first Day of break 
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FRUIT STALL 
Thank you to the Millers 

family for the plants, 
lemons, lemonades and 
oranges,  the Clarks for 
oranges and Libby for 

the paw paws  and  
mandarins  

 
All money goes towards 
helping the children at 
East Palmerston State 

School  

Quiz: Answer D 
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On cross- country day I helped set the tent and the course we had to run. First the preps and year 
ones ran first. Then the  

year twos and threes ran then the fives. The  grade six’s. After that the year sevens ran. The girls 
and boys ran together I came 11th  out of every-one, but out of the girls I came 5th.  Every-one did 

very well.  By Madison. 
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Cross Country Day  
I won 2nd place and Elyssa won 1st place and Marley won 3rd place and Elyssa got a blue ribbon, 
Marley got a green ribbon and I got a red ribbon.    From Libby 
For Cross Country I came 1st place in my race out of the girls out of every one I came 6th with the 
boys. 
From Sarah   


